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							Now 400 years old, Santa Fe was once an infant city on the remote frontier.  Santa Fe Found: Fragments of Time, on long-term exhibit in the Palace of the Governors, explores the archaeological evidence and historical documentation of the City Different before the Spanish arrived, as well as at the settling of the first colony in San Gabriel del Yungue, the founding of Santa Fe and its first 100 years as New Mexico’s first capital.

Co-curated by Josef Diaz of the New Mexico History Museum/Palace of the Governors and Stephen Post of the DCA/Office of Archaeological Studies, Santa Fe Found collects more than 160 artifacts from four historic sites, along with maps, documents, household goods, weaponry and religious objects. Together, they tell the story of cultural encounters between early colonists and the Native Americans who had long called this place home.

“This exhibition gives visitors a broad perspective of the settling of Santa Fe and the web of cultural influences the Spanish brought with them,” Diaz said. “The founding of Santa Fe is a big and complex story to tell, and this show offers a glimpse of different aspects of Spanish colonial life, from the domestic to the economic to the political and religious.”

Santa Fe Found serves as living proof of how the lives of the founders were lived, including who they married, the hardships they faced, the tools they used and the foods they ate. (Hint: Carne Adovada was generations away; turkey, deer and rabbit were often the dish of the day.)

Prior to the construction of the New Mexico History Museum, which opened in May 2009, Post and his fellow archaeologists conducted a two-year dig to investigate the archaeology of the site at 113 Lincoln Ave., just off the Santa Fe Plaza. More than 90,000 artifacts were unearthed from the 17th-century, revealing tales of life as it once was.

“Surprising to some and not to others, the New Mexico History Museum was complex and rich in the information it yielded on 300 years of people living and working behind the Palace of the Governors,” Post said. “Combined with Dedie Snow’s 1974-1975 excavations within the Palace, our work gives a unique inside-outside look at a central place in New Mexico history.”

Other featured archaeological sites add to the story. The Baca-Garvisu site was the home of a prominent Santa Fe family in the 1700s, located where the Santa Fe Community Convention Center now stands. The Sanchez Site, an early Spanish estancia, or rural settlement, was partly excavated in the 1980s and is now managed by El Rancho de los Golondrinas. Also prominent in the exhibition is San Gabriel del Yungue at the Pueblo of Ohkay Owingeh, where the first Spanish colonists briefly set their roots.

Spain’s far northern colony of Santa Fe was reached by a six-month journey up El Camino Real, a barely mapped and uncertain route that held only hazy promises of water and shelter. Holding together a caravan of 700 people – soldiers, friars, men and a few women and children – and the tools and livestock it would take to build a new colony tested the explorers’ abilities and, sometimes, their humanity.

Some of the artifacts show that, despite the frontier conditions, fine goods had managed to travel up El Camino Real to homes and missions in the colony. A sampling of the pottery that was found on the digs includes Spanish majolica, blue-and-white Mexican pottery modeled on examples from the Ming Dynasty in China, colorful Mexican pottery and Pueblo pottery. Also found were tobacco pipes, gold earrings, gunflints and arrowheads.

A few sherds of the pottery found by archaeologists speak to a monumental expedition. Centuries past, they were parts of delicate Ming vases loaded onto a Spanish galleon at a Chinese port for an ocean journey then a bumpy trip up El Camino Real to the young colony.

“Considering the Chinese pottery traveled across the ocean and then 1,600 miles up the Camino Real, it’s not surprising – and it’s even amazing – that we found only one or two pieces of these vessels,” Post said.

  

From these roots grew La Villa Real de Santa Fe, the Royal City of Santa Fe. What do the historical accounts say of the homes they built and the crops they grew? What has the soil yielded of their lives, the fragile beginnings of a young Spanish colony?

Come to the exhibit to find out.

Funding for the Santa Fe Found exhibition and lecture series was made possible by the Palace Guard, a support group of the Museum of New Mexico Foundation; the Gala Opening Committee; Friends of Archaeology, a support group of the Museum of New Mexico Foundation; the Santa Fe 400th; and the Museum of New Mexico Foundation.
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            	18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Enjoy a captivating flashback as the New Mexico History Museum presents "18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: ...
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            	Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum is proud to present “Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting ...
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            	EnchantOrama! New Mexico Magazine Celebrates 100
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum, with support from New Mexico Magazine, proudly presents EnchantOrama! New Mexico ...
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            	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace ...
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            	Silver and Stones: Collaborations in Southwest Jewelry
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Currently on display in the New Mexico History Museum’s Palace of the Governors, is an unusual jewelry collection ...
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            	The Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology 
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Reflecting current archaeological and historical perspectives, Palace Seen and Unseen draws from historic documents, ...
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            	Working on the Railroad pays tribute to the people who moved the rail industry throughout New Mexico.
Using nearly ...
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            	The Massacre of Don Pedro Villasur
            
        

		
        
        	
            	This exhibition features 23 original graphic history art works by Santa Fe-based artist Turner Avery Mark-Jacobs. This ...
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            	The First World War exhibition investigates the contributions of New Mexicans to the war, through letters, ...
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            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy, in the New Mexico History Museum’s main exhibit, ...
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            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s ...
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            	Segesser Hide Paintings
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Though the source of the Segesser Hide Paintings is obscure, their significance cannot be clearer: the hides are rare ...
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	New Mexico History Museum

Address


	On the Historic Santa Fe Plaza
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-5200
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information

Some areas of the Palace of the Governors are under construction.
	
	
Division Director

Billy Garrett


On the Web

NMHistoryMuseum.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
                

	        

            
				
	        

        

	


		
    
		
			
				
	        

            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                    Michael Naranjo Touching Beauty Exhibit
                
            

            
            	
				
                	On display in the Bataan Building Atrium Gallery: Touching Beauty Now, sculpture by Santa Clara Pueblo’s Michael
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                	People have been growing food in what is now New Mexico for 4,000
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                    New Mexico Colonial Home - Circa 1815
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The Spanish colonial home (la casa) gives visitors an idea of what a home from the time around 1815 would have looked
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                    John P. Stapp Air & Space Park
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Named after International Space Hall of Fame Inductee and aeromedical pioneer Dr. John P. Stapp, the Air and Space Park
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