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							The exhibition will explore different forms of music such as special music played at different life stages (songs of birth, weddings, death), seasonal music (songs for Christmas, Lent, and  Harvest seasons) ,as well as liturgical and secular plays and reenactments. For example, one such tradition is that of Moros y Cristianos, which is based on medieval folk plays that re-enact the final battle between a newly unified Spain and the Moors who ruled for 800 years. The play represents multiethnic heritage and influences in Spanish culture and is the only play today still performed entirely on horseback. Another popular folk play, Los Comanches, is based entirely on historical events in the Southwestern US. This play depicts the joining of forces between the Spanish settlers and Pueblo Indians to fight and keep the invading Comanches out of New Mexican lands. There are several versions of this reenactment, each with its own unique flavor. Another popular tradition is El Baile de los Matachines which is still practiced in both Hispano and Genízaro villages and Native Pueblos, from the Río Arriba (Northern New Mexico) all the way south to Mexico & Guatemala.

 

The exhibition will feature close to 75 objects from the museum’s permanent collection and from private collections around the state. Some of these items include: a Matachines danzante costume; a 19th century New Mexican-made violin; a hand carved wooden matraca (rattle) made by Cordova artist José Dolores López; an antique handwritten book of Alabados (religious chants sung during Holy Week and at Funerals); and contemporary instruments made by musician Cipriano Vigil and other local New Mexican artists. A New Mexico Music Living Treasure, Vigil served as special consultant for the exhibition. Photographs and memorabilia will accompany the objects. The exhibition will include a substantial amount of the newly-digitized sound footage from the museum’s archives.  Video footage will also showcase contemporary practices of New Mexican traditions that continue today including the Baile de Los Matachines, Las Posadas and Los Pastores, Moros y Cristianos, Dar los días and Los Comanches. New recordings also include interviews and footage of traditions that are handed down from elder to younger generations. Sound and video stations will be included in the exhibition along with a space for live in gallery performances. Museum visitors will be able to access online materials and continue listening to the museum’s rich store of historic music long after they have left the museum.

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Virtual Exhibit 

Visit our Online Experiences page-http://moifa.org/visit/online.html

WATCH:

New Mexican dramatic traditions can be religious, ceremonial, or secular-https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-Dx1Qh-1tek5ZcvuXHNfDo47H3ErEDLK

The ’entriega’ celebrates or commemorates a rite of passage-https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-Dx1Qh-1teljcY9Wpb50RM85aDoeUxYa

Contemporary musicians keep Hispano Folk Music alive and share their personal stories- https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-Dx1Qh-1telM1wlXyj5lb38VUZOZhrGL

READ: 

Proud Pageantry: How a play on horseback traveled to the new world- https://www.elpalacio.org/2020/02/proud-pageantry/

No Pueden Pasar! Explore the Christmas traditions of Los Pastores and Las Posadas-http://www.elpalacio.org/2019/12/no-pueden-pasar/

¡Buenas Melodías! Four centuries of New Mexican music tune up for an epic show.-http://www.elpalacio.org/2019/10/buenas-melodias/

Photo Caption: The Character of El Demonio smiling after chasing away a group of shepherds in La Gran Pastorela, or Los Pastores (The Shepherds), a holiday play performed by the Jarales Choir Group for the Our Living Hispanic Heritage Project of the Museum of New Mexico [ca. 1980]. Photo by Mark Nohl, Moifa Archives.
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            	Staff Picks: Favorites from the Collection features objects that were selected by members of the Museum of ...
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            	La Cartonería Mexicana / The Mexican Art of Paper and Paste
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Mexican cartonería is an artform that expresses human imagination, emotion, and tradition using the ...
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            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond has been the destination for well over a million first-time and repeat visitors to the ...
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	Museum of International Folk Art

Address


	On Museum Hill off Old Santa Fe Trail
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-1204
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information


	
	
Division Director

Charlie Lockwood, Executive Director


On the Web

InternationalFolkArt.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
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            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                    Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s
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                    The Santos of New Mexico
                
            

            
            	
				
                	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace
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                	People have been growing food in what is now New Mexico for 4,000
            	
				
  
            	
                   more »
               
			   

            

	

	
        
            [image: A photo featuring items representing the Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights exhibition]
            
            
				
                    Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The New Mexico History Museum is proud to present “Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting
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