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							Before radio and television, when making music at home was the evening’s entertainment and playing the piano was considered an essential talent among the middle class, sheet music was the music consumer’s gateway to the world.”  The New Mexico History Museum celebrates this era with sheet music of popular songs about the State of New Mexico, dating from the mid-19th through the mid-20th centuries, in the new exhibition The Land That Enchants Me So. The show spotlights graphically striking sheet-music covers published from 1840s through about 1960, along with other printed materials, sound recordings, and memorabilia relating to New Mexico and its musical life.

“At a time before everywhere in America was pretty much like everywhere else, songs often gave voice to civic pride. During the 19th and early-20th centuries, people felt that their own home town was a place worthy of singing about,” said James M. Keller, who co-curated the exhibition with Meredith Davidson, the Museum’s Curator of Southwest Collections. “In the 19th and early-20th centuries, publishers understood that potential sheet-music buyers judged pieces of music—like books—by their covers. And so, they accordingly lavished care on the creation of vivid, original art and design for the sheet music they issued.”

The decorative sheet music in the exhibit is drawn from the private collection assembled over the past three decades by James M. Keller, whose collection focuses on historical popular music from the era of vaudeville and Tin Pan Alley. The guest co-curator of the show, he is known to New Mexico’s music-lovers through his work as a staff critic at Pasatiempo/The Santa Fe New Mexican. He is also the Program Annotator of the New York Philharmonic, where he has served since 1995 and occupies an endowed chair, and (since 2000) of the San Francisco Symphony.
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            	18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Enjoy a captivating flashback as the New Mexico History Museum presents "18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: ...
			
  
            	
			
                   more »
			 
            
		

	

	
        
            
        
	

	
	
        
			
            	Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum is proud to present “Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting ...
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            	EnchantOrama! New Mexico Magazine Celebrates 100
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum, with support from New Mexico Magazine, proudly presents EnchantOrama! New Mexico ...
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            	The Santos of New Mexico
            
        

		
        
        	
            	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace ...
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            	Silver and Stones: Collaborations in Southwest Jewelry
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Currently on display in the New Mexico History Museum’s Palace of the Governors, is an unusual jewelry collection ...
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            	The Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology 
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Reflecting current archaeological and historical perspectives, Palace Seen and Unseen draws from historic documents, ...
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            	Working on the Railroad
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Working on the Railroad pays tribute to the people who moved the rail industry throughout New Mexico.
Using nearly ...
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            	The Massacre of Don Pedro Villasur
            
        

		
        
        	
            	This exhibition features 23 original graphic history art works by Santa Fe-based artist Turner Avery Mark-Jacobs. This ...
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            	The First World War
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The First World War exhibition investigates the contributions of New Mexicans to the war, through letters, ...
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            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy, in the New Mexico History Museum’s main exhibit, ...
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            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s ...
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            	Segesser Hide Paintings
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Though the source of the Segesser Hide Paintings is obscure, their significance cannot be clearer: the hides are rare ...
			
  
            	
			
                   more »
			 
            
		

	

						
					

 
					
						
	New Mexico History Museum

Address


	On the Historic Santa Fe Plaza
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-5200
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information

Some areas of the Palace of the Governors are under construction.
	
	
Division Director

Billy Garrett


On the Web

NMHistoryMuseum.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
                

	        

            
				
	        

        

	


		
    
		
			
				
	        

            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
                


				
					


	


                

	        

        

	


		


	
    Featured DCA Exhibitions

        
	
        
            
            
            
				
                    La Cartonería Mexicana / The Mexican Art of Paper and Paste
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Mexican cartonería is an artform that expresses human imagination, emotion, and tradition using the
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                    Protection: Adaptation and Resistance
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The traveling exhibition Protection: Adaptation and Resistance presents the work of more than 45 Alaska Native
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                    Here, Now and Always
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture invites you to visit its brand new permanent exhibition, Here, Now and Always,
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                    Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm: The Alaska Native Parka
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm explores the art of the parka, a garment made for survival in the harsh
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