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							Folk Art is a treasure, and Lloyd’s Treasure Chest offers a participatory gallery experience highlighting the Museum’s permanent collection of over 136,000 objects of international folk art from over 100 countries, representing thousands of unique cultures. Because the entire collection can never be on view at the same time, collections are carefully stored and cared for in rooms such as our Neutrogena Vault, which visitors can view from the Treasure Chest gallery.

Visitors are invited to think about folk art. In fact, there is no one definition of folk art. In collecting and displaying folk art, the museum considers various concepts: Folk art is traditional art, reflecting shared cultural aesthetics, community values, priorities, and social issues. Folk art may change over time and include innovations in traditions. Folk art is handmade, although it may include new, synthetic, or recycled components. Folk art may constitute income and empowerment for an individual, a family, or a community. Folk art may be art of the everyday or reserved for special occasions. Folk art may be learned formally or informally, from family or other artists. Folk art may be intangible, including various forms of expressive culture like dance, song, poetry, and food ways. Folk art is of, by, and for the people. We mean all people, inclusive of class, culture, community, ethnicity, and religion. Together, we can consider the multitude of perspectives and come closer to understanding “What is Folk Art?”

Rotating thematic displays will offer close-up views of the museum’s folk art collection. In collaboration with the New Mexico History Museum’s exhibition Syria: Cultural Patrimony Under Threat, opening June 23, 2017;   MOIFA’s display of Syrian folk art opened June 4, 2017. Hands on activities appropriate for ages 3 to 103 in the gallery include: coloring activities, origami and a Javanese musical instrument.  The cultural context of folk art can be explored with a map, book area. The notion that Folk Art may be intangible is explored with a musical instrument: a gender, a gamelan instrument The re-opening brings back some old favorites from past exhibitions, including “Last of the Red Hot Lovers”, an American sculpture made from recycled metal by artist Dwight Martinek (aka “Wild Willie”), “The Followers of Ghandi” by renowned Master Folk artists Nek Chand, and a Wedding Rickshaw from Bangladesh.
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            	Staff Picks: Favorites from the Collection
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Staff Picks: Favorites from the Collection features objects that were selected by members of the Museum of ...
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            	Protection: Adaptation and Resistance
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The traveling exhibition Protection: Adaptation and Resistance presents the work of more than 45 Alaska Native ...
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            	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm: The Alaska Native Parka
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm explores the art of the parka, a garment made for survival in the harsh ...
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            	La Cartonería Mexicana / The Mexican Art of Paper and Paste
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Mexican cartonería is an artform that expresses human imagination, emotion, and tradition using the ...
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            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond has been the destination for well over a million first-time and repeat visitors to the ...
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	Museum of International Folk Art

Address


	On Museum Hill off Old Santa Fe Trail
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-1204
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information


	
	
Division Director

Charlie Lockwood, Executive Director


On the Web

InternationalFolkArt.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
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            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                	Shadow and Light, the inaugural exhibition at the Vladem Contemporary plays upon the famed New Mexico light which is
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                    The Santos of New Mexico
                
            

            
            	
				
                	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace
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                    Here, Now and Always
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture invites you to visit its brand new permanent exhibition, Here, Now and Always,
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                    Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s
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