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							Will Rogers noted that Fred Harvey “kept the West in food—and wives.” But the company’s Harvey Girls are by no means its only legacy. From the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway’s 1879 arrival in New Mexico to the 1970 demolition of Albuquerque’s Alvarado Hotel, the Fred Harvey name and its company’s influence have been felt across New Mexico, not to mention the American West. The company and its New Mexico establishments served as the stage on which people such as Mary Colter were able to fashion an “authentic” tourist experience, along with Herman Schweizer who helped drive the direction of Native American jewelry and crafts as an industry.

Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy, in the New Mexico History Museum’s main exhibit, Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now, helps tell those stories. Setting the Standard uses artifacts from the museum’s collection, images from the Palace of the Governors Photo Archives and loans from other museums and private collectors. Focusing on the rise of the Fred Harvey Company as a family business and events that transpired specifically in the Land of Enchantment, the tale will leave visitors with an understanding of how the Harvey experience resonates in our Southwest today.

“People don’t always realize that many of the turning points in the company’s history are specific to New Mexico,” said Meredith Davidson, curator of 19th- and 20th-century Southwest collections. “The Harvey Girls were invented in Raton. Native American jewelry, pottery, blankets and other goods were shaped by sales at the Alvarado’s Indian Room in Albuquerque. Tourists experienced `the authentic Southwest’ through Indian Detours that left from Santa Fe’s La Fonda Hotel and countless others.

“In many ways, Fred Harvey and the AT&SF Railway grew up together in New Mexico. As tracks were laid through cities, a Harvey House appeared. From small eating houses in cities like Deming, to large hotels like the Alvarado, each place left an imprint on the local community as well as on the tourists who returned to their homes with tales of that Fred Harvey experience.”

Artifacts in the exhibit include: the original Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway track sign for Albuquerque’s Alvarado Hotel; Harvey Girl uniforms (including the unique embroidered blouse worn by La Fonda waitresses in the 1950s); furniture designed by famed architect and interior decorator Mary Colter; hand-stamped Navajo spoons; Fred Harvey’s original datebook and an iconic painting of the man behind the empire. Other artifacts include a gong similar to ones that rang travelers to their meals (this one hung in the company’s Chicago office) and an original Doris Lee painting while helping to plan MGM’s The Harvey Girls, starring Judy Garland. The image Lee created was adopted by the Harvey Company and used on menus at El Navajo in Gallup and El Tovar at the Grand Canyon.

In addition, an interactive station will feature excerpts of Harvey Girl interviews conducted by Katrina Parks for her 2013 documentary, The Harvey Girls: Opportunity Bound.
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            	18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Enjoy a captivating flashback as the New Mexico History Museum presents "18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: ...
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            	Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum is proud to present “Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting ...
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            	EnchantOrama! New Mexico Magazine Celebrates 100
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum, with support from New Mexico Magazine, proudly presents EnchantOrama! New Mexico ...
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            	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace ...
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            	Silver and Stones: Collaborations in Southwest Jewelry
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Currently on display in the New Mexico History Museum’s Palace of the Governors, is an unusual jewelry collection ...
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            	The Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology 
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Reflecting current archaeological and historical perspectives, Palace Seen and Unseen draws from historic documents, ...
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            	Working on the Railroad pays tribute to the people who moved the rail industry throughout New Mexico.
Using nearly ...
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            	The Massacre of Don Pedro Villasur
            
        

		
        
        	
            	This exhibition features 23 original graphic history art works by Santa Fe-based artist Turner Avery Mark-Jacobs. This ...
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            	The First World War exhibition investigates the contributions of New Mexicans to the war, through letters, ...
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            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy, in the New Mexico History Museum’s main exhibit, ...
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            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s ...
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            	Segesser Hide Paintings
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Though the source of the Segesser Hide Paintings is obscure, their significance cannot be clearer: the hides are rare ...
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	New Mexico History Museum

Address


	On the Historic Santa Fe Plaza
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-5200
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information

Some areas of the Palace of the Governors are under construction.
	
	
Division Director

Billy Garrett


On the Web

NMHistoryMuseum.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
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            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                    Michael Naranjo Touching Beauty Exhibit
                
            

            
            	
				
                	On display in the Bataan Building Atrium Gallery: Touching Beauty Now, sculpture by Santa Clara Pueblo’s Michael
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                    Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm: The Alaska Native Parka
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm explores the art of the parka, a garment made for survival in the harsh
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                    Multiple Visions: A Common Bond
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond has been the destination for well over a million first-time and repeat visitors to the
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                    Icons of Exploration
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Showcases some of the Museum’s most celebrated objects including a real "moon rock," rare replicas of the first
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