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							Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition Examines the Complex History of WWII Japanese American Incarceration Camps

The New Mexico History Museum announces the opening of the Smithsonian traveling exhibition “Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and World War II”. The exhibition examines the complicated history and impact of Executive Order 9066 that led to the incarceration of Japanese Americans following the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Embracing themes that are as relevant today as they were 75 years ago, “Righting a Wrong” looks at immigration, prejudice, civil rights, heroism, and what it means to be an American. The exhibition explores the complex history through historical images, personal stories, and objects from those incarcerated at the camps. A duffle bag used by the Imada family when they were relocated to the Gila River camp in Arizona reflects the restrictions to bring only what they could carry. Takeo Shirasawa’s 1943 high school diploma from the Poston camp in Arizona exemplifies the experience of thousands of other teens who had to complete their high school education in camps.

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan on Dec. 7, 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 which sent 75,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry and 45,000 Japanese nationals to incarceration camps. Ten large, barbed wire-enclosed incarceration camps and dozens of other installations were scattered west of the Mississippi, far from their homes from March 1942 to March 1946. Young and old lived crowded together in the hastily built camps, endured poor living conditions, and were under the constant watch of military guards for two and a half years. Meanwhile, brave Japanese American men risked their lives fighting for the United States.

Some 40 years later, members of the Japanese American community led the nation to confront the wrong it had done. The U.S. Congress formally recognized that the rights of the Japanese American community had been violated and President Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, providing an apology and restitution to the living Japanese Americans who were incarcerated during World War II.

 “Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and World War II” was developed by the National Museum of American History and adapted for travel by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. The national tour received Federal support from the Asian Pacific American Initiatives Pool, administered by the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center, the Terasaki Family Foundation, and C. L. Ehn & Ginger Lew.

The exhibition is based on the exhibit of the same name on view Feb. 17, 2017 through March 6, 2019 at the National Museum of American History in Washington, DC.

SITES has been sharing the wealth of Smithsonian collections and research programs with millions of people outside Washington, D.C., for more than 70 years. SITES connects Americans to their shared cultural heritage through a wide range of exhibitions about art, science, and history, which are shown wherever people live, work and play.  For exhibition description and tour schedules, visit sites.si.edu.

Photo credit: The Mochida family, wearing identification tags, awaits a bus. They were forced to leave their two-acre nursery and greenhouse operation in Eden, California, May 1942.

Photo: Dorothea Lange, Courtesy of National Archives
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            	The Art of Peter Aschwanden: For the Compleat Idiot
            
        

		
        
        	
            	This quirky exhibit celebrates the man who brought humor and humanity to car repair manuals - Peter Aschwanden! "The ...
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            	18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Enjoy a captivating flashback as the New Mexico History Museum presents "18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got: ...
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            	Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting Rights
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum is proud to present “Miguel Trujillo and the Pursuit of Native Voting ...
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            	EnchantOrama! New Mexico Magazine Celebrates 100
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The New Mexico History Museum, with support from New Mexico Magazine, proudly presents EnchantOrama! New Mexico ...
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            	As part of our Highlights from the Collection: The Larry and Alyce Frank Collection of Santos (saints), in the Palace ...
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            	Silver and Stones: Collaborations in Southwest Jewelry
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Currently on display in the New Mexico History Museum’s Palace of the Governors, is an unusual jewelry collection ...
			
  
            	
			
                   more »
			 
            
		

	

	
        
            [image: ]
        
	

	
	
        
			
            	The Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology 
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Reflecting current archaeological and historical perspectives, Palace Seen and Unseen draws from historic documents, ...
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            	Working on the Railroad pays tribute to the people who moved the rail industry throughout New Mexico.
Using nearly ...
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            	The Massacre of Don Pedro Villasur
            
        

		
        
        	
            	This exhibition features 23 original graphic history art works by Santa Fe-based artist Turner Avery Mark-Jacobs. This ...
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            	The First World War
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The First World War exhibition investigates the contributions of New Mexicans to the war, through letters, ...
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            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Setting the Standard: The Fred Harvey Company and Its Legacy, in the New Mexico History Museum’s main exhibit, ...
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            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then and Now sweeps across more than 500 years of history—from the state’s ...
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            	Segesser Hide Paintings
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Though the source of the Segesser Hide Paintings is obscure, their significance cannot be clearer: the hides are rare ...
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	New Mexico History Museum

Address


	On the Historic Santa Fe Plaza
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-5200
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information

Some areas of the Palace of the Governors are under construction.
	
	
Division Director

Billy Garrett


On the Web

NMHistoryMuseum.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
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            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                    Michael Naranjo Touching Beauty Exhibit
                
            

            
            	
				
                	On display in the Bataan Building Atrium Gallery: Touching Beauty Now, sculpture by Santa Clara Pueblo’s Michael
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                    New Mexico Colonial Home - Circa 1815
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The Spanish colonial home (la casa) gives visitors an idea of what a home from the time around 1815 would have looked
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                    John P. Stapp Air & Space Park
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Named after International Space Hall of Fame Inductee and aeromedical pioneer Dr. John P. Stapp, the Air and Space Park
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                	Shadow and Light, the inaugural exhibition at the Vladem Contemporary plays upon the famed New Mexico light which is
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