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							The exhibition made its debut at the Villa Terrace Decorative Art Museum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and has been traveling throughout the United States. The version opening at MOIFA is supplemented with items from the museum’s permanent collection, including older carpets from the region.

War rugs “are the production of women artists, and of communities speaking globally not just locally,” said co-curator Annemarie Sawkins. “War rugs reflect Afghanistan’s historic and modern place as a busy cultural crossroads. They reveal the observant and innovative nature of the people who produced them.” Afghan “war rugs” gained international attention following the Soviet invasion of 1979 when millions of refugees fled to neighboring Pakistan and Iran.

This unique subset of handwoven rugs can teach us about the innovative nature of rug design and production, as well as the long history of foreign involvement in Afghanistan. Rug producers, provoked by decades of traders and invaders in the country, adapted traditional motifs and compositions, translating them into depictions of world maps, tourist sites, weapons, and military figures. Such war rugs have proven popular among occupying military personnel, journalists, foreign aid workers, international collectors, and contemporary art curators. Over the years, rug makers have continued to update popular imagery and themes to reflect current events, changing technologies, and the tastes of potential buyers.

The emergence of war-related imagery in Afghan rug design has clearly aided the economic survival of area weavers and displaced craftspeople through years of armed conflict and cultural disruption. What war rugs mean to individual weavers is less understood. Are war rugs a celebration of modernity or a rejection of war? Are they a witness to shared trauma or a commercialization of violence? Are they testaments to ingenuity and a spirit of survival? Perhaps they are all of these things at once.

ONLINE RESOURCES:

Virtual Exhibit

http://moifa.org/visit/online.html

Explore more of the Museums textile collection- http://collection.internationalfolkart.org/collections/9009/selections-from-the-museums-textile-collection

Looming Helicopters, Drones, and Globalism Exploring the distinctly modern phenomenon of Afghan war rugs-http://www.elpalacio.org/2020/01/looming-helicopters-drones-and-globalism/
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            	Staff Picks: Favorites from the Collection
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Staff Picks: Favorites from the Collection features objects that were selected by members of the Museum of ...
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            	Protection: Adaptation and Resistance
            
        

		
        
        	
            	The traveling exhibition Protection: Adaptation and Resistance presents the work of more than 45 Alaska Native ...
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            	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm: The Alaska Native Parka
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Ghhúunayúkata / To Keep Them Warm explores the art of the parka, a garment made for survival in the harsh ...
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            	La Cartonería Mexicana / The Mexican Art of Paper and Paste
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Mexican cartonería is an artform that expresses human imagination, emotion, and tradition using the ...
			
  
            	
			
                   more »
			 
            
		

	

	
        
            
        
	

	
	
        
			
            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond
            
        

		
        
        	
            	Multiple Visions: A Common Bond has been the destination for well over a million first-time and repeat visitors to the ...
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	Museum of International Folk Art

Address


	On Museum Hill off Old Santa Fe Trail
	

Santa Fe, NM


Phone

(505) 476-1204
	
	
Hours

10am to 5pm Tuesday through Sunday, closed Monday (Winter Hours, Nov-Apr) 
	
	
Admission

$7 for New Mexico residents and $12 for non-residents. Children 16 and under are admitted free. Free admission for NM residents on the first Sunday of each month. Wednesday admission is free for New Mexico Seniors with ID. New Mexico foster families are admitted free.
	
	
More Information


	
	
Division Director

Charlie Lockwood, Executive Director


On the Web

InternationalFolkArt.org



             
					

            
				

	
	                
			
    

		


		
    
		
            New Mexico CulturePass

                
                Your ticket to New Mexico's exceptional Museums and Historic Sites. 
From Indian treasures to space exploration, world-class folk art to awesome dinosaurs—our museums and monuments celebrate the essence of New Mexico every day.
                

					More Info »
                

	        

            
				
	        

        

	


		
    
		
			
				
	        

            Encounter Culture

                
                Take a look inside the museums and historic sites of New Mexico without leaving home. Join host Charlotte Jusinski, and a variety of guest curators, artists, and exhibitors in exploring the art and culture of the state in Encounter Culture, a new podcast from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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                    18 Miles and ThatÂ’s As Far As It Got: The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Enjoy a captivating flashback as the New Mexico History Museum presents "18 Miles and That’s As Far As It Got:
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                    Silver and Stones: Collaborations in Southwest Jewelry
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Currently on display in the New Mexico History Museum’s Palace of the Governors, is an unusual jewelry collection
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                    New Mexico Colonial Home - Circa 1815
                
            

            
            	
				
                	The Spanish colonial home (la casa) gives visitors an idea of what a home from the time around 1815 would have looked
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                    Working on the Railroad
                
            

            
            	
				
                	Working on the Railroad pays tribute to the people who moved the rail industry throughout New Mexico.
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